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HUGHES PILES ON THE POINTS

It was another big meeting for the Rotax classes at Shenington Kart Club on 15 May, with full grids and no shortage of talent! The slick organisation at the Oxfordshire circuit meant that 36 races were run in the day to the full distance and they still finished by 5.30pm!

Local drivers Richard Hughes and Peter Blakeney both qualified third and finished on the podium in their respective classes, to enhance their championship points. 

In Junior Rotax, 15-year-old Peter Blakeney, from Devizes, was still getting used to his new Arrow kart and BRT engine, but he raised a few eyebrows with his turn of speed and drove a solid race to finish third. Running under the guidance of Richard Hughes, he is piling on the points this year with three podium finishes and the consistency is coming.

The Senior Rotax final was a fantastic race for the big crowd to cheer, with 4 drivers battling for the lead throughout all 13 laps. They pulled well clear of the rest of the pack straight from the start and were clocking nearly identical times under 44 seconds each lap.

Defending Club Champion and British No.8, Karl Haxton, had his nose in front for the early running, but couldn’t resist the pressure from behind. Experienced sports car driver and former karting champion, Rob Wheldon, was enjoying his rare appearance at a club meeting, as he traded places with Jonathon Hobbs.

Castle Eaton’s Richard Hughes watched it all unfold from a close fourth, but when Haxton dropped to third, he decided to have a go. The gap was not quite wide enough, so the Total Butler supported driver sensibly backed off. A couple of laps later, he was close enough again to put his Arrow up the inside and made sure of it this time. He then took Hobbs and chased Wheldon to the chequered flag. There was only 0.5 seconds in it after 10 minutes of racing!

After the top four drivers had patted each other on the back for a good clean race, Richard said: “That was a close one and it could have been any of us on the top step. I decided to leave my challenge until later in the race and it nearly paid off! However, my main objective was to score more points than Karl, as Rob Wheldon is not in the championship this year. There are still 7 rounds to go in this series, so securing good points is what it is all about.”
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