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PODIUM FOR HUGHES AT SUPERPRIX

Richard Hughes made it to the podium for the sixth successive kart meeting since his return to racing with a fine 3rd place at the Shenington Superprix. 

The Arrow driver, based at Castle Eaton near Swindon, was on form throughout the 2-day meeting, with a win and a second place in the Saturday heats. On Sunday, he started 26th for the third heat and ploughed his way through to 10th, to qualify second on the grid for the big race.

The Superprix is the biggest club event of the year organised by Shenington Kart Club. The format attracted some of the top drivers in the country in all karting classes and also hosted the largest display of vintage karts yet seen in the UK, many of which took part in demonstration runs on both days. With a pig roast and disco on Saturday evening and team races for the juniors, it was a fun-filled weekend.

As the lights turned green for the rolling start of the Rotax Max 125 Final, Hughes held second into the first corner and then dived up the inside for the lead at the Stratford hairpin. He stayed in front for a couple of laps, but British Championship contender, Adam Murphy, put the pressure on and found a way through. Hughes came back at him several times and then Daniel Russell joined the party. Over the next 8 laps, the three of them clocked fastest laps within three hundredths of a second! Russell finally got through and Hughes had to settle for third.

“Not bad for an old boy!” said 32-year-old Richard after receiving the champagne on the podium. “The Arrow kart was fantastic, but the engine faded towards the end and I couldn’t resist Daniel’s challenge. I don’t think we got the mixture quite right for the high temperatures, but we’ll analyse the data and get it spot on next time!” he concluded.

16-year-old Peter Blakeney from Devizes had a torrid time! Richard’s team-mate collected somebody else’s accident in heat one and was forced off the track. He got up to 4th in heat two and then the chain broke, probably due to damage in the first one. He was stuck in traffic at the back in heat 3 and therefore started last but two for the final! Nevertheless, the Arrow driver showed his determination and skill for the big race and moved through from 26th to 10th, with a memorable display of overtaking procedures learned from his mentor. He now lies second in the Shenington annual championship.

The Richard Hughes Racing Team also ran Richard Lloyd of Spellfame Karting in the TKM Extreme class, renewing a partnership from the 1990’s. Lloyd was a bit rusty, but the magic is still there as he finished 8th overall in a high-class field and was getting quicker and quicker as the weekend progressed. He is now ready to take on the other Veterans at the TKM Festival in August.
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