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HUGHES ROMPS AWAY AT WHILTON MILL

Yet again Richard Hughes upstaged all his 25 rivals with a convincing win in his Arrow AX9 at Whilton Mill on Sunday. 

Starting second on the grid for the big Rotax Max 125 race, Richard timed the rolling start perfectly and drove around the outside of Daniel Russell through the first corner. This put him on the inside for the next and Russell had to yield – job done! As Nigel Green challenged Russell through the next series of bends, Hughes pulled away and built up a huge lead. Green got through, but could make no impression on the gap until Hughes backed off towards the end of the 16 lap race. The Arrow driver still won by over 2 seconds – an enormous margin in karting terms.

Richard, whose team is based at Castle Eaton near Swindon, was quickest throughout the Saturday practice sessions. From the qualifying heats on Sunday morning, Russell, Green and Hughes all scored identical points and the club had to resort to the count-back system to decide the starting order for the final. It was obvious that it was going to be a three-horse race, but Hughes had the speed when it mattered.

17-year-old Alex Ashby, from Worcester, was racing his new Arrow Rotax Max with the team and put in some excellent drives and lap times. Unfortunately, his radiator was damaged by a stone thrown up in the final, the engine overheated and that was the end of that! 

The Ponting brothers from Rodborough Common near Stroud, who are sponsored by Waterfall Leasing of Cirencester, had problems in the heats. Nick (15) had a battery terminal come off after a bang in the huge field of Junior Rotax, but he fought his way through from the back in the final with a polished drive to 9th place. Sam (12) had a spin, but successfully completed his first meeting on a full licence and he finished 7th in the Minimax class.

Team Manager, Bill Hughes, commented on Richard’s win: “The new Arrow kart is fantastic and looked like it was on rails. We have been doing a lot of work on the engine with our experts, BRT, and it looks like we have found some more speed and consistency, so things are looking good. This was Richard’s third win at Whilton Mill in as many meetings, so despite missing a couple of rounds earlier in the season, he could still be in with a shout for the championship again.”
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