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RICHARD HAS A BAD DAY AT THE OFFICE

Reigning Champion Richard Hughes had a bad day at Rissington on Sunday. He crashed out in the first heat, blistered his tyres in the third heat and broke the chain in the final!

After a series of wins and podium places in the popular 125cc Rotax Max class, Richards luck had to change sometime and it all went wrong at Rissington. In sweltering temperatures of over 30 degrees, racing was always going to be difficult, but there was no accounting for the unexpected!

In his first qualifying heat, Hughes started fourth. At the first corner, he was hit hard from the rear, which lifted the kart into the air, spun it round and deposited it in the path of about 20 other karts, which were jockeying for position. Richard’s Arrow kart was extensively damaged and immobilised, but thankfully he was not hurt. 

The Richard Hughes Racing Team only had about 30 minutes to re-build and straighten the kart, but they achieved it just in time for the second heat. Hughes rewarded the team’s efforts by charging through from the back of the field to third and setting fastest lap.

In the third heat, Hughes started well but performance and lap times fell off as the race progressed. An examination in parc fermé revealed blistered tyres, possibly caused by the high track temperatures or a faulty batch of tyres, as some of the other top drivers had similar problems.

For the final, Hughes started near the back and therefore had to take a few risks to get through the traffic. He was making good progress by lap 4 when he had to take avoiding action for a spinning kart in the dog-leg chicane, hit the kerb and the drive chain broke.

Meanwhile, other members of the team were also having mixed fortunes. 17-year-old Alex Ashby, from Worcester, raced his new Arrow Rotax Max with a high degree of maturity, to qualify seventh. He had a strong race in the final against tough opposition to finish 6th and received his first well-deserved trophy in the Senior class.

The winner of the May round at Rissington, Peter Blakeney (16), from Devizes, had a rough time in the Rotax Max heats, but still qualified 8th. He lost out at the start and was delayed on the first lap of the big race. He eventually fought back to 10th.

Nick Ponting (15) from Rodborough Common near Stroud, who is sponsored by Waterfall Leasing of Cirencester, had a broken track rod after a collision in Junior Rotax. He drove well in the final to finish 7th.
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