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HUGHES BACK ON THE PODIUM
Richard Hughes overcame the intense heat and stiff competition to finish third in Rotax Max at Shenington Kart Club last Sunday
Hughes struggled again with the new brand of tyres during Saturday practice, as did his team-mate 17-year-old Peter Blakeney from Devizes. However, the team managed to find a set-up for Richard’s new Arrow AX9 that suited his driving style and he was then on the pace. Peter, however, continued to have difficulties during the qualifying heats.
“We have been having problems with tyre consistency,” said Team Manager, Bill Hughes. “You put on one set of the controlled tyres and everything is fine and then change to a new set and the grip level alters dramatically, especially in very hot weather. If the kart has too much grip, it ‘bogs’ the engine in the tight corners. Too little grip and it is difficult to hold the racing line through the faster sections. We have to adjust the kart and the driver has to adjust his driving style to compensate, but then when the tyres wear, it all needs changing again! A bit of a lottery really!”
Hughes qualified second on the grid for the big race, but Peter was way down in 10th. From the rolling start, Hughes held second behind reigning Club Champion, Karl Haxton, but after a couple of laps, Daniel Russell squeezed through between them. All three were on a similar pace at that stage, however, Russell managed to find a bit extra and passed Haxton for the lead. Hughes was glued to Karl’s bumper as the three pulled away from the rest of the pack. That was the way it stayed to the chequered flag.

Richard commented after the race: “I knew there wasn’t much in it between the three of us, as the lap times showed, and I was trying to preserve my tyres for the long 14 lap race. I was hoping that Daniel had overheated his tyres with his early pace and that we would have a battle in the last few laps, but he managed to build enough of a gap and I couldn’t find a way past Karl.”

Peter was caught up in the usual mid-field battles on the first lap and by the time he got clear, the leaders were well ahead. He eventually finished 9th.
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