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FOURTH WIN IN A ROW FOR RICHARD AT WHILTON MILL
Castle Eaton’s Richard Hughes recorded his fourth win in a row in Rotax Max at Whilton Mill Kart Club, near Northampton, last Sunday
Hughes had to miss Saturday practice, due to work commitments, and was not therefore able to test the new brand of tyres under the weekend’s conditions. Nevertheless, the team managed to find a set-up for Richard’s new Arrow AX9 that suited his driving style and he was immediately on the pace. 
Hughes qualified second on the grid from the 24 entrants for the big race, but early jostling put him in third. As his tyres came on, he caught the leading pair and all was set for an exciting final lap. And so it was! The second placed driver made a move on Alisdair Cunningham for the lead and Hughes followed him through, although they were side by side at the chequered flag. All was resolved in parc fermé, when the other driver’s kart was found to be under the mandatory weight limit and he was disqualified. Hughes had won for the fourth time in a row.
“I was trying to preserve my tyres for the long 16 lap race, but they took a long time to come on”, said Richard at the trophy presentation. “I feel sorry for the other guy, as I don’t think he did it deliberately and he drove a good race. But you have to stick to the rules and we weighed my kart at least 5 times during the day to make sure it was well over the minimum”, he continued.
Alex Ashby, from Worcester, who only came up to seniors this year, qualified his new Arrow 8th on the grid after some sterling drives in the heats. He gained a couple of positions with some good moves to finish 6th and to collect his second trophy in a row.
Sam Ponting, from Rodbourne Common, celebrated his 13th birthday on Saturday and had good finishes in Minimax for the first couple of heats. However, he collected someone else’s accident in heat three, which badly damaged the steering of his kart. The team repaired it as best they could, but he struggled in the final and then bent it again! Sam’s older brother, Nick, also had problems in one of the heats, but came through in the Junior Rotax final from 14th on the grid to finish 7th.

The team were also running Australian Mike Potter in his first race in the UK, using Richard’s spare Arrow kart. Although having to start at the back as a novice, Mike kept out of trouble and recorded the first qualifying signature on his new British licence. 

The Richard Hughes Racing Team will be supporting a ‘Starting Karting’ promotion at Rissington Kart Club on Saturday 5 August, starting at 10.00am. Entry to the circuit is free and there will be displays and plenty of experts to talk to. For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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