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RISSINGTON KARTING SUCCESSES
The Richard Hughes Racing Team, based at Castle Eaton near Swindon, were not only celebrating Richard’s fine drive to third place in a huge Rotax Max grid, but also the success of the ‘Starting Karting’ promotion that the team helped to organise with Rissington Kart Club.

Four qualifying heats had to be run to accommodate the huge entry in the Rotax class, including a number of drivers practicing for next month’s Midland Championships, which will be held at the circuit on 2/3 September. Hughes qualified third, got up to second and stayed there for most of the 12 lap race, but slipped to third as his tyres faded near the end.
“We still haven’t got to grips fully with this new brand of tyres”, said Richard at the trophy presentation. “We haven’t been able to do much testing recently and we really need to try a few different things, but we’ll find the secret before the Midland Championships”, he continued.

Alex Ashby, from Worcester, and Nick Ponting, from Rodbourne Common, had some strong races, but also some bad luck. Alex was forced on to the grass, which dropped him down the order. Nick was hit so hard from behind that his tyre was damaged and the axle bent. Even though the other driver was penalised, this put Nick out of the race.

The ‘Starting Karting’ promotion had been well publicised locally and the club had set up a full display of the karting classes, as well as special offers and information packs. Richard was fully occupied on Saturday morning doing track walks and explaining the options available. About 20 budding karters, aged between 7 and 47 attended with their families and all seemed to benefit from the experience. Many of them and some more turned up on Sunday to watch the racing, so it was a huge success. Further information is available on the team’s web site at www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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