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MIXED FORTUNES FOR HUGHES TEAM AT RISSINGTON
The Richard Hughes Racing Team drivers had mixed fortunes at the rain soaked Rissington Kart Club meeting last weekend. 17-year-olds Alex Ashby and Peter Blakeney qualified their Arrow Karts 2nd and 3rd on the grid in the huge Rotax Max field, but Team Leader Richard Hughes was struggling.
Hughes was still suffering from an injury to his arm, which he incurred last week at Whilton Mill, but it became apparent that his kart suffered even more. The Castle Eaton based driver had a huge accident last week and the team thought they had fully repaired the kart, but whatever they did in practice, the kart would not perform. On Sunday, it would not turn in to the corners on either a wet or dry track. In hindsight, they should have used a spare kart, but once it had been scrutineered, he had to stick with it.
Alex, from Worcester, and Peter from Devizes, revelled in the wet conditions and scored a 1 – 2 by a country mile in one of the qualifying heats. Solid results in the others put them at the front of the grid. Richard meantime slipped further behind and started 16th on the grid for the final; the defending Champion’s lowest position for as long as anyone can remember.
When the green lights came on for the big race on the first dry track of the day, Alex retained second and Peter was comfortable in fourth. However, at the third corner, Alex suddenly slowed and pulled over. It was revealed later that the throttle cable had broken!
Peter had a good race, but was finally overhauled by Richard Brenton and the new Club Champion, Chris Dittman.

Hughes did his customary electric start and got up to 8th, but then dropped back as the handling difficulties showed themselves. He did finally finish 10th.

Team Manager, Bill Hughes, said after the racing: “The young guys were terrific, especially in the wet, and I think Richard’s coaching and the performance of the Arrow kart and BRT engine is really paying off. I was particularly disappointed for Alex, as he was on a high. He had passed his driving test first time last week, driven his heart out in the heats and then for a £3.50 cable to break, it was devastating! I don’t blame him for throwing his gloves to the floor and stamping about, but he did move his kart to a place of safety first!”
14-year-old David Baldwin, from Malmesbury, had solid runs in Junior Rotax to finish 7th.

For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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