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PONTING ON THE PODIUM

Nick Ponting (15) from Rodborough Common, near Stroud, finished in third place at the Whilton Mill Kart circuit on Sunday. 

Racing in the Junior Rotax category with 27 entrants, Nick qualified 10th on the grid after one dry and two wet heats. At the start of the big race, in very wet conditions, he quickly made his way up to fourth and then took third a couple of laps later. By then, the leaders had pulled out a gap and although he increased his pace, the Arrow driver had to be content with finishing on the podium at the end of the shortened race.

Brother Sam (13), who is also sponsored by Waterfall Leasing of Cirencester, won one of his heats to qualify fourth in Minimax. He too got up to third, but then a small mistake on the very slippery track caused a spin and he clawed his way back to finish 6th.
Meanwhile, team leader and defending Champion Richard Hughes was having problems in Senior Rotax. He was knocked into a spin in one of his heats and only qualified 7th. He got up to third on the first lap, but then the extremely wet conditions caused a misfire and he dropped down to 10th by the end. Similar bad luck befell Alex Ashby, from Worcester, as he qualified just behind Richard, but a collision on the first corner broke his track rod and that was the end of that!
Team Manager, Bill Hughes, said at the trophy presentation: “It was great to see Nick on the podium. He has driven well all year, but something always seemed to go wrong. The Arrow karts were fantastic in the wet today and without the unfortunate misfire, I think Richard could have been right up there”.
For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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