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STRONG END TO THE SEASON
Castle Eaton’s Richard Hughes finished the season strongly at Shenington by qualifying his Arrow 6th on the grid in a star-studded field of 30 Rotax Max karts and then climbing to third before his wet tyres grained and he dropped back.

“It may not sound like much of an achievement, but many of the top drivers in the country were there, so we were up against most of the big teams,” commented Team Manager, Bill Hughes. “The weather was very changeable with frequent light showers and constantly changing track conditions, but we found speed in all of them. In hindsight, I think we tried too hard and the ‘wet’ tyres Richard used for the main race were too good for a drying track and they overheated. However, BRT have done a lot of work on our engines and they are now as quick as the best. So, we are in good shape for next year,” he concluded.
The team were also running Australian Mike Potter at Shenington in Richard’s spare Arrow. Mike completed his final novice race, qualified for a full British licence and won the Novice Trophy into the bargain!

Richard has had a difficult season this year after missing several meetings following his major operation for a collapsed lung, which resulted from an old karting injury when he broke his ribs. In the circumstances, to finish 4th overall at Shenington and third at Whilton Mill is a credit to his determination and consistency. The highlight was certainly to score 5 wins in succession at Whilton Mill, which pulled him back into championship contention from a long way back.
The other drivers in the Arrow team have had mixed fortunes during the year. 17-year-olds Peter Blakeney from Devizes and Alex Ashby from Worcester each had some good results, but both also suffered bad luck when they collected other people’s accidents or had punctures. Brothers Nick and Sam Ponting, from Rodborough Common near Stroud, both finished 5th in their respective Junior Rotax and Minimax championships at Whilton Mill. They each had heat wins and podium finishes on the way there.
For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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