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HUGHES WINS IN THE WET
Castle Eaton’s Richard Hughes won the first Rissington Kart Club meeting of the season last Sunday, by qualifying his new Arrow on pole position in atrocious weather conditions.

The weather forecast for the Cotswolds was wet and how right it was! After a beautiful dry day for practice on Saturday, the rain started early on Sunday morning and never stopped. In fact, it got heavier and heavier and the wind picked up as well! 

The Richard Hughes Racing team had only taken delivery of the latest Arrow AX9 kart two weeks ago and had only run it once in the wet. However, by gathering data from other Arrow drivers they found a set-up that seemed to work for the 3 laps Official Practice. Richard then proved that they were on the right lines by setting fastest lap by over half a second in the first heat and moving through the large Rotax Max field from 15th to 3rd.

In the second heat, Hughes won the race from 9th on the grid and again set fastest lap. It was wetter still for the heat three and, from grid 5, Hughes was on the tail of leader Shaun Fulford by the third corner and the two pulled out a tremendous gap from the rest. This was just as well, as with two laps to go, Richard’s engine started misfiring and he only just finished in second. The problem was traced to a loose battery terminal, but second was good enough for pole position for the big race.
After a short break to give the Marshals and Officials a welcomed respite from the conditions, the finals for the first two classes were run successfully, albeit with fading visibility. However, during the third final, several karts aquaplaned off the circuit and the race was stopped. The Clerks of the Course consulted with the drivers and other officials and it was decided that the conditions were too dangerous to continue, so the meeting was abandoned. This meant that for the remaining classes, including Rotax Max, the qualifying grid positions counted as the results.
“It was pretty difficult out there and they were right to stop it before someone got hurt”, said Richard as he received his trophy for the win. “It was alright if you were leading, but the spray from other karts meant that you were driving on instinct. Thankfully, I love this circuit and know it better than most, so I could judge when to brake and turn, but overtaking was a bit risky. This new Arrow kart is fantastic and I would like to thank my team and all our helpers for getting it right for the conditions,” he concluded.
Richard’s Arrow team-mate, 17-year-old Alex Ashby from Worcester, also had good results to finish 6th, despite a couple of incidents in the first two heats.
For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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