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HUGHES FLIES IN THE WET AND THE DRY
Castle Eaton’s Richard Hughes charged through to second place at Shenington last Sunday, after qualifying his new Arrow AX9 kart fourth on the grid in atrocious weather conditions.

Hughes had a good start to the day, winning the first Rotax Max qualifying heat in dry conditions. However, just before his second heat, it started to rain and the team had to quickly throw on some treaded ‘wet’ tyres. Richard started 25th and worked his way up to 10th at the end of the 7 lap race. By the third heat it was raining heavily and a full wet set-up was required. Hughes started 14th and finished 4th.
The rain continued all afternoon and by the time of the big race, the track was well and truly soaked, with huge puddles of standing water. It took three attempts to get the race going! The first rolling start went well and Hughes shot into the lead on the second corner, but then the red flags came out and it was stopped. Three karts had tangled in the mid-field and blocked the track. Hughes again got a flier for the second attempt and took the lead, just as a false start was declared! Apparently, some karts were in the wrong order at the rolling start.
For the third start, the drivers in front were aware of Richard’s intentions and firmly ‘closed the door’. He was therefore delayed and had to pick them off one at a time, getting up to second by lap 2. By then, reigning Champion and current Championship leader, Karl Haxton had pulled out a big gap. Hughes was lapping quicker in the appalling conditions and was getting closer each lap, but there was too much to do and he had to settle for second.
“Visibility was a problem out there and I had to drive on instinct for much of the race”, said Richard as he received his trophy. “It was alright if you were leading, but overtaking was a bit risky. The Arrow kart was fantastic in both the wet and the dry and I would like to thank BRT and all my team for their hard work in fine tuning the set-up. The wet tyres from Spellfame Karting were also terrific,” he concluded.
For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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