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HUGHES EXCELS AT THE MIDLAND CHAMPIONSHIPS
Richard Hughes from Castle Eaton, near Swindon, finished a very strong second in the Midland Championships at Little Rissington on 1st and 2nd September.
The two-day ‘Midland Champs’ is the premier annual event held at Rissington Kart Club, near Stow-on-the-Wold and always attracts a huge entry from all over the country. The biggest karting class was the ever popular Rotax Max 125cc with over 35 entries. This included not only local club drivers, such as Richard Hughes, but also British Championship and Motors TV stars, so the competition was intense.
Hughes followed on from his success 2 weeks ago at Shenington by setting some of the fastest times in practice in his Arrow AX9 kart. Because of the large entry, five qualifying heats were to be run, with each driver taking part in three of them, starting from front, middle and back. The aggregate points scored would then establish if the driver made in through to the A Final and then the grid positions.

Richard’s first qualifying heat on Saturday went well and he blasted through to third from the middle of the pack. On Sunday morning, he started 25th and nine laps later he finished 6th with some masterful overtaking moves on nearly every corner. His third heat was better still with a comfortable win from third on the grid. When the points were all totted up, Hughes just missed out on pole position and would start the big race alongside Motors TV star Daniel Russell on the front row.
When the starting lights turned green for the rolling start, Hughes timed it to perfection and led into the first corner, with Russell right on his tail. Daniel tried a move at the ‘dog-leg’ chicane, but Richard came out in front. However, at the ‘elbow’, Russell forced his kart down the inside and Hughes had to put two wheels on the grass, losing traction and dropping to third. He soon got back to second and put in some fantastic lap times, close to the lap record, but Russell realised he was gaining and managed to up his pace to match. They both clocked phenomenal times within a tenth of a second during the remaining ten laps, with a gap of just 1.5 seconds at the end.
The good news for Richard is that Daniel is not a club member, so Hughes scored maximum points towards the annual Club Championship.

After the champagne ceremony, Richard said: “My kart was absolutely fantastic and I would like to thank all the team and especially our colleagues at BRT for the new engine. We certainly gave it our best shot and beat some very quick people. That was the fastest I have ever been round here and it’s also the best result I have had in the Midland Champs after 15 years of trying! I came 4th last year, 2nd this year, so it looks like next year could be the one! 
For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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