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ANOTHER PODIUM FOR HUGHES 
Castle Eaton’s karting ace, Richard Hughes, chalked up another podium finish at Shenington last weekend, finishing third in a big field of Rotax Max 125cc karts.
Richard’s current run of success in his new Arrow AX9 kart includes a 2nd place at the previous Shenington meeting and also 2nd in the Midland Championships at Rissington, earlier this month. 

The first two qualifying heats went well for Hughes. He finished 2nd in the first one and climbed from 27th to 12th in the next. At the start of the third heat, there was a collision in the pack and Hughes was forced on to the gravel. However, from dead last, he picked his way through to finish tenth. The points scored meant that he started 5th on the grid for the big race.
In the final, Hughes started well and got up to third. On lap 2 he was up into second and in pursuit of reigning champion, Karl Haxton. They held station for several laps, with a pretty even gap, but then a hard charging Daryl Henderson joined the party! Hughes had to decide whether to attack or defend and he chose to attack. Henderson came with him and they went quicker and quicker, but in choosing the perfect line, Hughes left the door open and Daryl dived up the inside into the hairpin.
Although Richard nearly got the place back on the run to the finishing line, he had to settle for third. After a difficult start to the year, he has now moved up to fourth in the annual Club Championship.

Richard commented after the race: “My Arrow kart was absolutely fantastic in the final and I would like to thank all the team and especially our colleagues at BRT for the new engine. We certainly gave it our best shot and beat most of the championship contenders. We need to find a couple of tenths of a second for the next one and I’m sure we can do it.”
For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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