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RICHARD CHARGES TO SECOND
Castle Eaton’s Richard Hughes charged through a big field of Rotax Max 125cc karts at Rissington’s opening meeting to qualify on pole position. However, after a huge battle in the big race, he had to settle for second.
Rissington Kart Club, between Burford and Stow-on-the-Wold, put on a superb opening meeting for the season on 1 / 2 March and attracted over 100 drivers. The weather was kind, although very windy, and a full programme of practice and racing was held.
After practice on Saturday, each driver had to compete in three qualifying heats on Sunday morning, starting from front, middle and back. The points scored decided the grid positions for the finals. The heats went well for Hughes. He climbed from 21st to 3rd in the first one and again finished third in the next. At the start of the third heat, there was a collision in the pack, but Richard managed to avoid it and went on to a convincing win. The points scored put him comfortably in pole position for the big race.
In the final, Hughes started well and held the lead for the first four laps. However, it was soon obvious that lap record holder, Scott Hutchins from Newbury, was marginally quicker and he closed the gap to be on Hughes’s tail. They held station for a couple of laps, but then Scott dived up the inside into the Dog-leg, but Richard took him back on the way out. It was very entertaining stuff for the crowd! On the next lap, Scott did a similar move into the Elbow, but this time Hughes had to yield, to avoid risking an accident or running on to the grass. This gave Scott a half second lead, which he held to the end.
Richard commented after the race: “That was quite exciting! My Arrow kart was absolutely fantastic all weekend and I would like to thank all the team and especially our colleagues at BRT for the engine. Scott drove well and we need to find a couple of tenths of a second a lap to beat him at the next one on 6 April. I’m sure we can do it!”
Richard was also coaching two drivers in the Rotax 177 (heavyweight) class, which has just been introduced at Rissington. Danny Cobb, from Stroud, came 2nd and Conall Mahon, from Northampton, came 4th. 
The Driver Training Programme for people wanting to start karting is also progressing well, with 9-year-old Reuben Gray, from Birmingham, passing his ARKS test on Saturday and now qualifying for his Novice racing licence. This programme is available for budding drivers of all ages, from 8 upwards.

For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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