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HUGHES ON THE PODIUM AT SHENINGTON
After struggling this season at the fast Shenington track, near Banbury, Castle Eaton’s Richard Hughes finally found the speed to finish on the podium in third place, but things could have been even better.
There was a big grid of 28 Rotax Max 125cc karts on Sunday and the weather stayed fine. Unfortunately, the test day on Saturday was marred by rain, which was a particular problem for Richard. He had just received a new engine from BRT and also wanted to try some changes to his Arrow kart. The weather meant that all he could do was run-in the engine and hope for the best on Sunday!
Things started badly in the first qualifying heat, as a flooding carburettor slowed his getaway and he spent the rest of the race getting back the places he lost. The good news was that the Arrow chassis was handling very well and the changes had worked.
In the second heat, the carburettor still wasn’t right, so the team had to fit a new one. The problem is that the carburettor is normally matched to that particular engine by adjustments during testing, to develop the ideal set-up for the conditions. The team didn’t have that opportunity, so had to guess the settings and they were not quite right. Nevertheless, it allowed Richard to get a third place finish in heat 3 and qualify 7th on the grid for the big race.

When the lights turned green for the Final, the first 8 got away well, but a collision in the mid-field delayed everyone else. Hughes quickly gained places, but a miss-fire was evident to everyone watching and this delayed his further progress. In the circumstances, third place and some very respectable lap times were the most he could do.
Richard commented after the race: “The problem was still the carburettor. We need to do some testing to set it up properly. But we certainly saw the potential of the package we’ve now got – when we get the fuel mixture right, then I think we can challenge for a win!”
For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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