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RICHARD IS THE NEW MIDLAND CHAMPION
Castle Eaton’s Richard Hughes beat the best of them to become Midland Champion at Rissington yesterday.
The Midland Championships are an annual two-day event, which attracts top kart drivers from all over the country. Many famous names from motor sport were there, including Mr Nigel Mansell, who was racing in the 177 class. In total, there were a record 278 entries this weekend, with 36 in the most popular 125 Rotax Max class, in which Richard races.
Richard has been entering the Midland Championships since 1993, but has never won it before. Something has always gone wrong in the past, but he did manage to come second last year. This time, just about everything went right and he also recorded fastest laps both in the wet and the dry.
The weather played its part, with monsoon conditions on Friday night, as teams were setting up, and again all day on Saturday. It finally dried out on Sunday afternoon. Some of the qualifying heats were held on Saturday, in appalling conditions. To cope with the numbers in Rotax Max, a total of 5 heats were needed, with each driver taking part in 3. The aggregate scores decided the starting grid for the Finals.

On Saturday, Hughes used his local knowledge of wet conditions to good advantage to post fastest time in practice and then shot away to win his first race. Starting at the back of the field in the second one on Sunday morning, he fought his way up to 5th. Although he got held up at the start of the third heat, Richard still battled back to third. But, instead of being in pole position, he had to start in 3rd for the big race.

As the lights turned green for the rolling start of the Championship race, Richard held third place and entertained the huge crowd with a wheel-to-wheel battle with multiple Champion, Scott Allen, for three laps. They caught the leaders and Hughes squeezed through, but Allen got held up. Hughes then pulled away and went quicker and quicker, setting the fastest lap of the race on lap 11. He took the chequered flag to resounding cheers with a victory punch in the air.
“We finally did it!”, said Richard after he had squirted the champagne. “It took a while for the slick tyres to come on, as we hadn’t used them all weekend, but when they did, I knew I had the legs on the rest of them. The BRT engine was superb and I would like to thank all the team for their hard work and the set-up of my kart. This is the Championship I have dreamed about for 15 years and it proves that there is life in the old dog, yet!”, he concluded.
For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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