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RICHARD WINS LAST RACE OF SEASON
Castle Eaton’s Richard Hughes put on a tremendous display of driving to win the last kart meeting of the season at Shenington yesterday. He also scored just enough points to take third place in the Annual Championship.
The weather nearly stopped the racing completely, with a very heavy frost overnight, meaning that the circuit was totally frozen over at the usual start time. After driving several cars around, the officials called for volunteers and every broom and brush in the area was put to use in order to sweep the track clear. After this tremendous effort, the circuit was declared fit to race on at 11 o’clock. Races were shortened, the lunch break abandoned and all races were completed before dark. It was a fantastic achievement by all concerned.

For the popular 125 Rotax Max class, in which Richard races, the first qualifying heat was a close call between wet and dry tyres. Richard was one of the few that opted for wets and it proved to be the right choice, as he shot through from 10th to second in just 2 laps. Unfortunately for him, there was an incident in the pack that caused a red flag, so the race was stopped. Because only a quarter of the distance had been completed, it meant a full re-start; so he was moved back to tenth! What made matters worse was that the track was quickly drying and, by the time the race was re-started, it was almost completely dry! The wet tyres over-heated and he did well to maintain his place.
The second heat was difficult, as a tangle after the start took him off the track. Despite scoring the fastest laps of the race and making up ground, he could only finish 11th.
It was not looking good, as Hughes had to start in 12th for the big race and he needed to win it to get third in the Championship. Nevertheless, as the lights turned green for the rolling start, Richard positioned his kart perfectly and took several places into the first corner. By lap 2 he was up to 5th and chasing down the leading pack. Some phenomenal lap times followed as he closed up and by half-distance he was there! How he did it, we do not know, but there was a huge cheer from the crowd as he took all four of them in one corner! It was then a cruise to the chequered flag and victory.
“That was some race!”, said Richard after he had squirted the champagne. “We tried a new set-up on the kart and the slick tyres came on quicker than some of the others in the cold conditions. My new BRT engine was superb and it had the legs on all of them”, he concluded.
So, it has been a difficult season, but persistence has paid off. Richard won the Midland Championships, came second in the Rissington Championship and now third in the Shenington Championship. Not bad for a 34 year-old!
For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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