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RICHARD BEATS THEM ALL AT RISSINGTON
Castle Eaton’s Richard Hughes cemented his lead in the Championship at Rissington yesterday, by winning the meeting in fine style.
Rissington Kart Club welcomed over 170 drivers to the meeting, despite the poor weather forecast. In the ever-popular 125cc Rotax Max class, in which Richard races, there was again a maximum grid of 30 entrants, meaning that 4 heats would be run.
The dominant feature was the weather. The forecasts were right, for a change, and heavy rain on Friday evening, as the teams were setting up, continued incessantly until Sunday morning. This meant that Saturday practice was very wet and it was a tribute to the marshals and officials that everyone got a full 7 practice sessions.

Race Day on Sunday dawned to yet more heavy rain, but by the time the first qualifying heats started, it had just stopped. The track was very slippery and visibility was not good, but they ran without major incident.

Hughes started in 14th place for the first heat on a wet track. His circuit knowledge and experience allowed him to carve through the field and finish 4th. By his second one, there was a dry line and Richard gambled on ‘slick’ dry tyres, even though he started dead last, in 25th place. It paid off! By the end of the first lap he was up to 15th and he then picked them off two at a time to finish 5th.
The third heat was a demonstration run! The track was fully dry, Richard started on pole position and vanished into the distance. This was enough to qualify on the front row for the big race.
As the lights turned green for the rolling start of the Final, third placed man - the UK number 3, Karl Haxton, dived up the inside of pole sitter, Nathan Lawley, and Richard followed him through. Hughes sat on Karl’s rear bumper for two laps and then timed a move into Paddock Bend to perfection, taking the lead. Richard was released and pulled out such a healthy gap by the end of 12 laps that he was able to wave to the crowd as he took the chequered flag to resounding cheers from the large crowd.
“I’m glad it dried out!” said Richard at the Trophy Presentation. “I was so disappointed when my axle broke at the last meeting, but we have been doing a lot of work with BRT on the kart since then, so I knew we’d be quick. It was wet yesterday, so nobody had a chance to practice in the dry and I think this played into my hands. We’re not yet half-way through the Annual Championship, but it’s good to be at the top of the table!” he concluded.
For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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