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RICHARD JUST MISSES OUT ON REPEAT CHAMPIONSHIP
Castle Eaton’s Richard Hughes just missed out on retaining the Midland Championship at Rissington on Sunday by finishing second.
The Midland Championships are an annual two-day event at the Little Rissington circuit, which attracts top kart drivers from all over the country. In total, there were 250 entries last weekend, with 40 in the most popular 125 Rotax Max class, in which Richard competes. To cater for all the karting classes, there were 50 races, plus practice sessions, over the two days.
Richard won the Midland Championships last year, after many years of trying, and looked set to retain his title as he led for the first 5 laps of the big race. However, Welshman and current Club Championship leader, Nathan Lawley, just had the extra speed when it mattered. He passed Hughes through Bottom Bend and kept in front for the win.
To cope with the numbers in Rotax Max, 4 qualifying heats were needed, with each driver taking part in 3. The aggregate scores decided the starting grid for the Finals.

On Saturday, Hughes had two heats, but got held up at the start of one of them. So, instead of being in pole position, he had to start in 3rd for the big race.

As the lights turned green for the rolling start of the Championship race, Richard dived up the inside of Lawley and then took the pole-sitter, Jacques Jensen. Lawley was held up for a while, but he too squeezed through and was then catching Hughes. It was only a matter of time before he took the lead.
“We just were not quite fast enough today!” said Richard at the trophy presentation. “Nathan had been slightly quicker all weekend and I couldn’t have held him off for the remaining 6 laps. Still, we won it last year, we came second today, so It’s not a bad result!” he concluded.
The Kart Club ran a raffle over the weekend and raised over £750 for the Gloucestershire Air Ambulance. Unfortunately, their services were required on Sunday afternoon, as 15-year-old Alistair Senior, from Swindon, was injured in an accident on the track. The Paramedics at the scene feared a neck injury, so he was air-lifted to hospital. Thankfully, it turned out to be severe bruising only, so he was home by the evening.
For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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