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RICHARD WINS LAST RACE OF THE SEASON
Castle Eaton’s Richard Hughes won the last race of the season yesterday at Shenington Kart Racing Club, near Banbury, in convincing style.
Due to daylight restrictions, only 2 qualifying heats were run for each class. In the ever-popular 125cc Rotax Max class, Hughes won the first heat by a huge margin, in the wet conditions. It had dried out for Heat 2 and, despite starting at the back of the grid, he finished second. This comfortably put him on Pole Position for the big race.
This was a remarkable achievement, as the Richard Hughes Racing Team had only taken delivery of a new British made kart on Saturday and spent the day putting it together and, in just 3 practice sessions, adjusting it to their requirements for both wet and dry conditions.

As the time approached for the last race of the season on Sunday afternoon, there was panic in the pit lane as it started to rain! What tyres should they use? Would the rain get heavier or stop? In the end everyone opted for dry ‘slick’ tyres and that turned out to be the right decision, as the rain stopped and the track soon dried.
As the lights turned green for the rolling start of the Final, Richard timed it perfectly and shot away in the lead. There was some bumping and boring in the pack behind, which held them up, so by lap 2, Hughes had a 40 metre lead. From that point onwards, he switched to ‘cruise mode’ and held the gap consistently for the remaining 12 laps. As he received the two waved chequered flags from Starter, George Pearson, Richard realised that he had secured a popular win, but also second place in the Annual Championship.
“The kart was fantastic in both the wet and the dry!” said Richard at the Trophy Presentation. “I would like to thank Scott Allen for developing and building this new Jade Kart and letting me use it. It was quick straight out of the box and I am sure there is more to come next season,” he concluded.
For more information, visit the team’s web site at: www.forward-arrow.co.uk .
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